
 NAZI SERIAL KILLERS
B L O O D L U S T :

EPISODE 01 

THE S-BAHN MURDERER – GERMANY

As Europe careened towards war in the summer of 1939, a sadistic monster began 
menacing the women of Berlin. In August of that year, women in and around the district of 
Friedrichsfelde – an area of the Nazi capital on the eastern border of the city between the 
Karlshorst and Rummelsburg train stations – began to report being randomly attacked and 
sexually assaulted while out walking alone. They were strangled, bludgeoned, or stabbed, 
before being raped and left on the precipice of death. 

Although the Berlin police had not yet put the pieces of the puzzle together, the attacks – 
increasing in brutality and regularity – were being perpetrated by one man.

The spectre of war provided the attacker with both opportunity and a supply of victims, as 
citywide blackouts due to the threat of Allied air attacks offered a perfect cover of darkness in 
which to hunt and the majority of the women were housewives whose husbands had been 
recruited for military service. 

Then, just as quickly as they began, the attacks stopped. The police were baffled. What they 
were unaware of was that their serial attacker had made a near-fatal error – caught 
red-handed attacking a woman, her husband and brother-in-law had beaten him almost to 
death.

But this monster wasn’t finished. In fact, things were about to get much, much worse. He 
would add a new dimension and severity to his attacks – surreptitiously lurking on deserted 
train carriages and waiting for solitary female passengers to board before choking or blud-
geoning his victims with a 2-inch-thick piece of lead-encased telephone cable and then 
disposing of the bodies by throwing them from the moving train and onto the tracks. Berlin’s 

city train network – the S-Bahn – became his 
lethal trap, rife with unsuspecting victims.

Over the next two years, the Berlin police would 
document thirty-one instances of rape and sexual 
assault, as well as eight cases of murdered 
women, by the man who would become known as 
the “S-Bahn Murderer”.

Wilhelm Lüdtke, the head of the Serious Crimes 
Unit of Berlin’s Criminal Police force – better 
known as the Kripo – led the hunt for the S-Bahn 
Murderer. Since 1933, when the Nazi party gained 
control of Germany, the Kripo had become an 
entry point to party membership, and the 
differentiation between so-called ordinary crimes 

and political crimes had blurred to the point that there was no clear distinction between the 
criminal and political police.

Hampering Lüdtke’s investigation was the fact that the Nazi propaganda wing had decreed 
that no details of the attacks were to be published for fear that the morale of German soldiers 
serving the war effort would be diminished if 
they thought that their wives were in danger at 
home. As a result, the police couldn’t issue a 
warning and women were unaware of the 
threat and unable to take precautions,
resulting in more attacks. A massive manhunt 
was quietly launched, using various 
unconventional techniques in a frantic attempt 
to catch the perpetrator before he could kill 
again. 

Female police officers lingered in the shadows 
of the Berlin train network disguised as lone 
passengers in an attempt to lure the attacker 
and a citywide chaperone system where men 
could volunteer to accompany women on the 
S-Bahn and see them safely to their homes 
was enacted.

To Nazi officials, these brutal attacks could only have occurred at the hands of local Jewish 
citizens or perhaps a foreign labourer. Certainly no ethnically pure German could possibly be 
responsible for such egregious brutality. Nevertheless, the man they were seeking would turn 
out to be a model German citizen – a veteran Nazi Party member – even volunteering for 
escort duty, diligently protecting vulnerable women from himself.

Sometime during the investigation, Wilhelm Lüdtke had an epiphany of sorts – he suddenly 
realized that on a number of victims, the train ticket was missing, suggesting that the attacker 
may have been a ticket inspector or a railway worker. In early 1941, the police began 
interrogating all railway employees – all 5,000 of them – eliminating those who did not match 
the descriptions given by earlier victims who had survived. The police would catch their 
biggest break with a simple question – “Have you noticed anything suspicious about any of 
your coworkers?”

One employee, who had already been cleared of any involvement, had indeed seen 
something unusual, he had caught one of his co-workers shirking his work duties by climbing 
a fence at the railway yard, only to return later before anyone was the wiser. The police had 
already talked to this other employee and discovered that some of the attacks had occurred 
when he was on duty. This had seemed sufficient at the time to clear him of any connection 
to the murders. Now they wanted to speak with him again.

EPISODE 02 

UNCLE TICK TOCK
– GERMANY

During the fall and winters of 1933 to 1935, 
children are going missing all over northern 
Germany, only to be found dead, their bodies 
discovered in secluded wooded areas. 
Everyone assumes they got lost in the cold 
and froze to death. 

Then traces of a poisonous mushroom are 
found on one of the bodies and cigarette 
residue is found on another. It’s obvious that 
these children hadn’t simply wandered into the 
woods. In February of 1935, two children 
disappear within days of each other. In March, 
an 8-year-old boy is reported missing. His 
body is found at a tree nursery the next day. 
Despite being found in different cities, 
investigators notice similarities among the 
deaths, including that some of the boys were 
dressed in sailor suits. It’s now clear that a 
serial child killer is on the loose.

EPISODE 3 

DR. SATAN – FRANCE

A fire burns in the Rue Le Sueur in Nazi-
occupied Paris. A foul stench quickly fills the 
street. Firefighters and police officers follow 
their noses and discover human remains 
scattered around the basement of the burning 
building. They also find bodies dissolving in 
quicklime. 

The owner of the house is a man who goes by 
the name of Dr. Eugène, and he tells French 
authorities that he is part of the Resistance 
and that the bodies are those of Nazis and 
French traitors. The police believe him and he 
is released from custody, but there may be 
more to the good doctor than meets the eye. 

EPISODE 4 

THE SOAP MAKER OF CORREGGIO – ITALY

In May of 1939, Nazi Germany and fascist Italy signed the Pact of Steel, cementing the 
Rome-Berlin Axis as a political and military alliance. Less than four months later, Hitler 
invades Poland. World War II has officially begun.

As Italy prepares to enter the war under the 
iron fist of Mussolini, former soprano star 
Virginia Cacioppo, who once performed at 
La Scala, the famous opera house in Milan, 
receives an intriguing offer from a 
neighbour. This neighbour – a seemingly 
harmless middle-aged woman who likes to 
make soap for her friends – tells Virginia 
about a job in Florence as a secretary for a 
mysterious opera impresario. Desperate for 
work, the former singer accepts, but there 
is a caveat – the neighbour mysteriously 
instructs her not to tell a single person 
about her destination. 

Virginia’s sister-in-law becomes suspicious 
of her abrupt departure and alerts the police. She had last been seen entering the 
neighbour’s house, and when police arrive to question the soap maker, they discover much 
more than they had bargained for.

EPISODE 5 

THE BLACKOUT KILLER – ENGLAND

As 1942 dawns, the German juggernaut continues to threaten the United Kingdom. In order 
to avoid giving away easy targets for Luftwaffe bombers, London remains under a complete 
blackout throughout the evening and night hours. 

But the German air force isn’t the only thing striking fear into the hearts of Londoners – 
through a darkened city, a killer prowls the streets, preying on what were known as Piccadilly 
Commandos – sex workers plying their trade in a city inundated by servicemen desperate for 
female company. 

Under the cover of darkness, the killer solicits sex from streetwalkers, and when back in the 
victim’s apartment, strangles them and then mutilates their bodies beyond recognition. His 
weapons of choice: his hands, a scarf, a can opener and a razor blade. The murders are so 

gruesome they recall those of the infamous 
Jack the Ripper. He kills four women in the 
space of six days, terrorizing the people of 
London in a manner that not even the 
Germans are capable of. But the monster is 
sloppy, leaving behind a key piece of 
evidence that may lead authorities to a 
shocking suspect.

EPISODE 6 

THE BEAST OF AUBING – GERMANY

During the early days of the Nazi regime in May of 1934, young Anna Geltl was attacked 
while she was riding her bike in Forstenrieder Park, a large forested area southwest of 
Munich. When she fought back, her assailant promptly shot her in the back of the head with 
a pistol. He then dragged the body into a nearby bush and mutilated her genitalia with an 18 
cm knife. Just a few months later, 25-year-old clerk Berta Sauerbeck was attacked while 
riding in the Milbertshofen district. She too was shot in the back of the head with a pistol, but 
she survived the initial shot. The attacker then buried the injured woman under a garbage pit, 
where she subsequently died. 

The vicious attacks ceased for a while until 
the summer of 1937, when 25-year-old 
seamstress Rosa Eigelein was shot in the 
back of the head near Germering. Her 
genitalia was mutilated post-mortem and 
her body left near the road. A year later, in 
the autumn of 1938, 23-year-old domestic 
servant Maria Jörg met with the same fate 
while riding around Forstenrieder Park.

Justice for these victims is slow to arrive – 
perhaps because one of the most brutal 
serial killers in German history might just be 
a Nazi party member, prompting the 
authorities to engage in a cover-up that 
cost young women their lives.
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most infamous serial killers, yet their stories are largely unknown because they 
committed these heinous acts while World War II raged across Europe, occupying 
the world’s attention.

For the first time, we present recent discoveries of gruesome, but forgotten killers 
as well as new, cutting-edge revelations that turn stories you thought you knew on 
their heads.

Each self contained one-hour episode uses darkly cinematic recreations, archive 
footage, state of the art CGI, and compelling expert interviews to paint a stark 
portrait of a diabolical killer operating in the shadows of war.
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Friedrichsfelde – an area of the Nazi capital on the eastern border of the city between the 
Karlshorst and Rummelsburg train stations – began to report being randomly attacked and 
sexually assaulted while out walking alone. They were strangled, bludgeoned, or stabbed, 
before being raped and left on the precipice of death. 

Although the Berlin police had not yet put the pieces of the puzzle together, the attacks – 
increasing in brutality and regularity – were being perpetrated by one man.

The spectre of war provided the attacker with both opportunity and a supply of victims, as 
citywide blackouts due to the threat of Allied air attacks offered a perfect cover of darkness in 
which to hunt and the majority of the women were housewives whose husbands had been 
recruited for military service. 

Then, just as quickly as they began, the attacks stopped. The police were baffled. What they 
were unaware of was that their serial attacker had made a near-fatal error – caught 
red-handed attacking a woman, her husband and brother-in-law had beaten him almost to 
death.

But this monster wasn’t finished. In fact, things were about to get much, much worse. He 
would add a new dimension and severity to his attacks – surreptitiously lurking on deserted 
train carriages and waiting for solitary female passengers to board before choking or blud-
geoning his victims with a 2-inch-thick piece of lead-encased telephone cable and then 
disposing of the bodies by throwing them from the moving train and onto the tracks. Berlin’s 

city train network – the S-Bahn – became his 
lethal trap, rife with unsuspecting victims.

Over the next two years, the Berlin police would 
document thirty-one instances of rape and sexual 
assault, as well as eight cases of murdered 
women, by the man who would become known as 
the “S-Bahn Murderer”.

Wilhelm Lüdtke, the head of the Serious Crimes 
Unit of Berlin’s Criminal Police force – better 
known as the Kripo – led the hunt for the S-Bahn 
Murderer. Since 1933, when the Nazi party gained 
control of Germany, the Kripo had become an 
entry point to party membership, and the 
differentiation between so-called ordinary crimes 

and political crimes had blurred to the point that there was no clear distinction between the 
criminal and political police.

Hampering Lüdtke’s investigation was the fact that the Nazi propaganda wing had decreed 
that no details of the attacks were to be published for fear that the morale of German soldiers 
serving the war effort would be diminished if 
they thought that their wives were in danger at 
home. As a result, the police couldn’t issue a 
warning and women were unaware of the 
threat and unable to take precautions,
resulting in more attacks. A massive manhunt 
was quietly launched, using various 
unconventional techniques in a frantic attempt 
to catch the perpetrator before he could kill 
again. 

Female police officers lingered in the shadows 
of the Berlin train network disguised as lone 
passengers in an attempt to lure the attacker 
and a citywide chaperone system where men 
could volunteer to accompany women on the 
S-Bahn and see them safely to their homes 
was enacted.

To Nazi officials, these brutal attacks could only have occurred at the hands of local Jewish 
citizens or perhaps a foreign labourer. Certainly no ethnically pure German could possibly be 
responsible for such egregious brutality. Nevertheless, the man they were seeking would turn 
out to be a model German citizen – a veteran Nazi Party member – even volunteering for 
escort duty, diligently protecting vulnerable women from himself.

Sometime during the investigation, Wilhelm Lüdtke had an epiphany of sorts – he suddenly 
realized that on a number of victims, the train ticket was missing, suggesting that the attacker 
may have been a ticket inspector or a railway worker. In early 1941, the police began 
interrogating all railway employees – all 5,000 of them – eliminating those who did not match 
the descriptions given by earlier victims who had survived. The police would catch their 
biggest break with a simple question – “Have you noticed anything suspicious about any of 
your coworkers?”

One employee, who had already been cleared of any involvement, had indeed seen 
something unusual, he had caught one of his co-workers shirking his work duties by climbing 
a fence at the railway yard, only to return later before anyone was the wiser. The police had 
already talked to this other employee and discovered that some of the attacks had occurred 
when he was on duty. This had seemed sufficient at the time to clear him of any connection 
to the murders. Now they wanted to speak with him again.
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Everyone assumes they got lost in the cold 
and froze to death. 

Then traces of a poisonous mushroom are 
found on one of the bodies and cigarette 
residue is found on another. It’s obvious that 
these children hadn’t simply wandered into the 
woods. In February of 1935, two children 
disappear within days of each other. In March, 
an 8-year-old boy is reported missing. His 
body is found at a tree nursery the next day. 
Despite being found in different cities, 
investigators notice similarities among the 
deaths, including that some of the boys were 
dressed in sailor suits. It’s now clear that a 
serial child killer is on the loose.
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DR. SATAN – FRANCE

A fire burns in the Rue Le Sueur in Nazi-
occupied Paris. A foul stench quickly fills the 
street. Firefighters and police officers follow 
their noses and discover human remains 
scattered around the basement of the burning 
building. They also find bodies dissolving in 
quicklime. 

The owner of the house is a man who goes by 
the name of Dr. Eugène, and he tells French 
authorities that he is part of the Resistance 
and that the bodies are those of Nazis and 
French traitors. The police believe him and he 
is released from custody, but there may be 
more to the good doctor than meets the eye. 
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In May of 1939, Nazi Germany and fascist Italy signed the Pact of Steel, cementing the 
Rome-Berlin Axis as a political and military alliance. Less than four months later, Hitler 
invades Poland. World War II has officially begun.

As Italy prepares to enter the war under the 
iron fist of Mussolini, former soprano star 
Virginia Cacioppo, who once performed at 
La Scala, the famous opera house in Milan, 
receives an intriguing offer from a 
neighbour. This neighbour – a seemingly 
harmless middle-aged woman who likes to 
make soap for her friends – tells Virginia 
about a job in Florence as a secretary for a 
mysterious opera impresario. Desperate for 
work, the former singer accepts, but there 
is a caveat – the neighbour mysteriously 
instructs her not to tell a single person 
about her destination. 

Virginia’s sister-in-law becomes suspicious 
of her abrupt departure and alerts the police. She had last been seen entering the 
neighbour’s house, and when police arrive to question the soap maker, they discover much 
more than they had bargained for.
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As 1942 dawns, the German juggernaut continues to threaten the United Kingdom. In order 
to avoid giving away easy targets for Luftwaffe bombers, London remains under a complete 
blackout throughout the evening and night hours. 

But the German air force isn’t the only thing striking fear into the hearts of Londoners – 
through a darkened city, a killer prowls the streets, preying on what were known as Piccadilly 
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female company. 

Under the cover of darkness, the killer solicits sex from streetwalkers, and when back in the 
victim’s apartment, strangles them and then mutilates their bodies beyond recognition. His 
weapons of choice: his hands, a scarf, a can opener and a razor blade. The murders are so 

gruesome they recall those of the infamous 
Jack the Ripper. He kills four women in the 
space of six days, terrorizing the people of 
London in a manner that not even the 
Germans are capable of. But the monster is 
sloppy, leaving behind a key piece of 
evidence that may lead authorities to a 
shocking suspect.
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while she was riding her bike in Forstenrieder Park, a large forested area southwest of 
Munich. When she fought back, her assailant promptly shot her in the back of the head with 
a pistol. He then dragged the body into a nearby bush and mutilated her genitalia with an 18 
cm knife. Just a few months later, 25-year-old clerk Berta Sauerbeck was attacked while 
riding in the Milbertshofen district. She too was shot in the back of the head with a pistol, but 
she survived the initial shot. The attacker then buried the injured woman under a garbage pit, 
where she subsequently died. 

The vicious attacks ceased for a while until 
the summer of 1937, when 25-year-old 
seamstress Rosa Eigelein was shot in the 
back of the head near Germering. Her 
genitalia was mutilated post-mortem and 
her body left near the road. A year later, in 
the autumn of 1938, 23-year-old domestic 
servant Maria Jörg met with the same fate 
while riding around Forstenrieder Park.

Justice for these victims is slow to arrive – 
perhaps because one of the most brutal 
serial killers in German history might just be 
a Nazi party member, prompting the 
authorities to engage in a cover-up that 
cost young women their lives.



STYLE & TONE

 Bloodlust: Nazi Serial Killers is a true crime series that 
examines historical cases. It is a contemporary look at these crimes 
and reflects our modern understanding of serial killers – an 
understanding that did not exist when these crimes took place.

 The look and feel of this series is modern, face paced and edgy, 
with progressive music and moody, high contrast visuals. 
Recreations are shot cinematically, but are framed in a way to 
minimize likenesses.

 Bloodlust also features inventive use of CGI to make the most of 
stills and archive footage. Shark Teeth Films also has an artificial 
intelligence powered workflow to up-res archive footage to the highest 
possible resolution.
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cm knife. Just a few months later, 25-year-old clerk Berta Sauerbeck was attacked while 
riding in the Milbertshofen district. She too was shot in the back of the head with a pistol, but 
she survived the initial shot. The attacker then buried the injured woman under a garbage pit, 
where she subsequently died. 

The vicious attacks ceased for a while until 
the summer of 1937, when 25-year-old 
seamstress Rosa Eigelein was shot in the 
back of the head near Germering. Her 
genitalia was mutilated post-mortem and 
her body left near the road. A year later, in 
the autumn of 1938, 23-year-old domestic 
servant Maria Jörg met with the same fate 
while riding around Forstenrieder Park.

Justice for these victims is slow to arrive – 
perhaps because one of the most brutal 
serial killers in German history might just be 
a Nazi party member, prompting the 
authorities to engage in a cover-up that 
cost young women their lives.



STORY SAMPLES
EPISODE 01 

THE S-BAHN MURDERER – GERMANY

As Europe careened towards war in the summer of 1939, a sadistic monster began 
menacing the women of Berlin. In August of that year, women in and around the district of 
Friedrichsfelde – an area of the Nazi capital on the eastern border of the city between the 
Karlshorst and Rummelsburg train stations – began to report being randomly attacked and 
sexually assaulted while out walking alone. They were strangled, bludgeoned, or stabbed, 
before being raped and left on the precipice of death. 

Although the Berlin police had not yet put the pieces of the puzzle together, the attacks – 
increasing in brutality and regularity – were being perpetrated by one man.

The spectre of war provided the attacker with both opportunity and a supply of victims, as 
citywide blackouts due to the threat of Allied air attacks offered a perfect cover of darkness in 
which to hunt and the majority of the women were housewives whose husbands had been 
recruited for military service. 

Then, just as quickly as they began, the attacks stopped. The police were baffled. What they 
were unaware of was that their serial attacker had made a near-fatal error – caught 
red-handed attacking a woman, her husband and brother-in-law had beaten him almost to 
death.

But this monster wasn’t finished. In fact, things were about to get much, much worse. He 
would add a new dimension and severity to his attacks – surreptitiously lurking on deserted 
train carriages and waiting for solitary female passengers to board before choking or blud-
geoning his victims with a 2-inch-thick piece of lead-encased telephone cable and then 
disposing of the bodies by throwing them from the moving train and onto the tracks. Berlin’s 

city train network – the S-Bahn – became his 
lethal trap, rife with unsuspecting victims.

Over the next two years, the Berlin police would 
document thirty-one instances of rape and sexual 
assault, as well as eight cases of murdered 
women, by the man who would become known as 
the “S-Bahn Murderer”.

Wilhelm Lüdtke, the head of the Serious Crimes 
Unit of Berlin’s Criminal Police force – better 
known as the Kripo – led the hunt for the S-Bahn 
Murderer. Since 1933, when the Nazi party gained 
control of Germany, the Kripo had become an 
entry point to party membership, and the 
differentiation between so-called ordinary crimes 

and political crimes had blurred to the point that there was no clear distinction between the 
criminal and political police.

Hampering Lüdtke’s investigation was the fact that the Nazi propaganda wing had decreed 
that no details of the attacks were to be published for fear that the morale of German soldiers 
serving the war effort would be diminished if 
they thought that their wives were in danger at 
home. As a result, the police couldn’t issue a 
warning and women were unaware of the 
threat and unable to take precautions,
resulting in more attacks. A massive manhunt 
was quietly launched, using various 
unconventional techniques in a frantic attempt 
to catch the perpetrator before he could kill 
again. 

Female police officers lingered in the shadows 
of the Berlin train network disguised as lone 
passengers in an attempt to lure the attacker 
and a citywide chaperone system where men 
could volunteer to accompany women on the 
S-Bahn and see them safely to their homes 
was enacted.

To Nazi officials, these brutal attacks could only have occurred at the hands of local Jewish 
citizens or perhaps a foreign labourer. Certainly no ethnically pure German could possibly be 
responsible for such egregious brutality. Nevertheless, the man they were seeking would turn 
out to be a model German citizen – a veteran Nazi Party member – even volunteering for 
escort duty, diligently protecting vulnerable women from himself.

Sometime during the investigation, Wilhelm Lüdtke had an epiphany of sorts – he suddenly 
realized that on a number of victims, the train ticket was missing, suggesting that the attacker 
may have been a ticket inspector or a railway worker. In early 1941, the police began 
interrogating all railway employees – all 5,000 of them – eliminating those who did not match 
the descriptions given by earlier victims who had survived. The police would catch their 
biggest break with a simple question – “Have you noticed anything suspicious about any of 
your coworkers?”

One employee, who had already been cleared of any involvement, had indeed seen 
something unusual, he had caught one of his co-workers shirking his work duties by climbing 
a fence at the railway yard, only to return later before anyone was the wiser. The police had 
already talked to this other employee and discovered that some of the attacks had occurred 
when he was on duty. This had seemed sufficient at the time to clear him of any connection 
to the murders. Now they wanted to speak with him again.

EPISODE 02 

UNCLE TICK TOCK
– GERMANY

During the fall and winters of 1933 to 1935, 
children are going missing all over northern 
Germany, only to be found dead, their bodies 
discovered in secluded wooded areas. 
Everyone assumes they got lost in the cold 
and froze to death. 

Then traces of a poisonous mushroom are 
found on one of the bodies and cigarette 
residue is found on another. It’s obvious that 
these children hadn’t simply wandered into the 
woods. In February of 1935, two children 
disappear within days of each other. In March, 
an 8-year-old boy is reported missing. His 
body is found at a tree nursery the next day. 
Despite being found in different cities, 
investigators notice similarities among the 
deaths, including that some of the boys were 
dressed in sailor suits. It’s now clear that a 
serial child killer is on the loose.

EPISODE 3 

DR. SATAN – FRANCE

A fire burns in the Rue Le Sueur in Nazi-
occupied Paris. A foul stench quickly fills the 
street. Firefighters and police officers follow 
their noses and discover human remains 
scattered around the basement of the burning 
building. They also find bodies dissolving in 
quicklime. 

The owner of the house is a man who goes by 
the name of Dr. Eugène, and he tells French 
authorities that he is part of the Resistance 
and that the bodies are those of Nazis and 
French traitors. The police believe him and he 
is released from custody, but there may be 
more to the good doctor than meets the eye. 

EPISODE 4 

THE SOAP MAKER OF CORREGGIO – ITALY

In May of 1939, Nazi Germany and fascist Italy signed the Pact of Steel, cementing the 
Rome-Berlin Axis as a political and military alliance. Less than four months later, Hitler 
invades Poland. World War II has officially begun.

As Italy prepares to enter the war under the 
iron fist of Mussolini, former soprano star 
Virginia Cacioppo, who once performed at 
La Scala, the famous opera house in Milan, 
receives an intriguing offer from a 
neighbour. This neighbour – a seemingly 
harmless middle-aged woman who likes to 
make soap for her friends – tells Virginia 
about a job in Florence as a secretary for a 
mysterious opera impresario. Desperate for 
work, the former singer accepts, but there 
is a caveat – the neighbour mysteriously 
instructs her not to tell a single person 
about her destination. 

Virginia’s sister-in-law becomes suspicious 
of her abrupt departure and alerts the police. She had last been seen entering the 
neighbour’s house, and when police arrive to question the soap maker, they discover much 
more than they had bargained for.

EPISODE 5 

THE BLACKOUT KILLER – ENGLAND

As 1942 dawns, the German juggernaut continues to threaten the United Kingdom. In order 
to avoid giving away easy targets for Luftwaffe bombers, London remains under a complete 
blackout throughout the evening and night hours. 

But the German air force isn’t the only thing striking fear into the hearts of Londoners – 
through a darkened city, a killer prowls the streets, preying on what were known as Piccadilly 
Commandos – sex workers plying their trade in a city inundated by servicemen desperate for 
female company. 

Under the cover of darkness, the killer solicits sex from streetwalkers, and when back in the 
victim’s apartment, strangles them and then mutilates their bodies beyond recognition. His 
weapons of choice: his hands, a scarf, a can opener and a razor blade. The murders are so 

gruesome they recall those of the infamous 
Jack the Ripper. He kills four women in the 
space of six days, terrorizing the people of 
London in a manner that not even the 
Germans are capable of. But the monster is 
sloppy, leaving behind a key piece of 
evidence that may lead authorities to a 
shocking suspect.

EPISODE 6 

THE BEAST OF AUBING – GERMANY

During the early days of the Nazi regime in May of 1934, young Anna Geltl was attacked 
while she was riding her bike in Forstenrieder Park, a large forested area southwest of 
Munich. When she fought back, her assailant promptly shot her in the back of the head with 
a pistol. He then dragged the body into a nearby bush and mutilated her genitalia with an 18 
cm knife. Just a few months later, 25-year-old clerk Berta Sauerbeck was attacked while 
riding in the Milbertshofen district. She too was shot in the back of the head with a pistol, but 
she survived the initial shot. The attacker then buried the injured woman under a garbage pit, 
where she subsequently died. 

The vicious attacks ceased for a while until 
the summer of 1937, when 25-year-old 
seamstress Rosa Eigelein was shot in the 
back of the head near Germering. Her 
genitalia was mutilated post-mortem and 
her body left near the road. A year later, in 
the autumn of 1938, 23-year-old domestic 
servant Maria Jörg met with the same fate 
while riding around Forstenrieder Park.

Justice for these victims is slow to arrive – 
perhaps because one of the most brutal 
serial killers in German history might just be 
a Nazi party member, prompting the 
authorities to engage in a cover-up that 
cost young women their lives.



EPISODE 01 

THE S-BAHN MURDERER – GERMANY

As Europe careened towards war in the summer of 1939, a sadistic monster began 
menacing the women of Berlin. In August of that year, women in and around the district of 
Friedrichsfelde – an area of the Nazi capital on the eastern border of the city between the 
Karlshorst and Rummelsburg train stations – began to report being randomly attacked and 
sexually assaulted while out walking alone. They were strangled, bludgeoned, or stabbed, 
before being raped and left on the precipice of death. 

Although the Berlin police had not yet put the pieces of the puzzle together, the attacks – 
increasing in brutality and regularity – were being perpetrated by one man.

The spectre of war provided the attacker with both opportunity and a supply of victims, as 
citywide blackouts due to the threat of Allied air attacks offered a perfect cover of darkness in 
which to hunt and the majority of the women were housewives whose husbands had been 
recruited for military service. 

Then, just as quickly as they began, the attacks stopped. The police were baffled. What they 
were unaware of was that their serial attacker had made a near-fatal error – caught 
red-handed attacking a woman, her husband and brother-in-law had beaten him almost to 
death.

But this monster wasn’t finished. In fact, things were about to get much, much worse. He 
would add a new dimension and severity to his attacks – surreptitiously lurking on deserted 
train carriages and waiting for solitary female passengers to board before choking or blud-
geoning his victims with a 2-inch-thick piece of lead-encased telephone cable and then 
disposing of the bodies by throwing them from the moving train and onto the tracks. Berlin’s 

city train network – the S-Bahn – became his 
lethal trap, rife with unsuspecting victims.

Over the next two years, the Berlin police would 
document thirty-one instances of rape and sexual 
assault, as well as eight cases of murdered 
women, by the man who would become known as 
the “S-Bahn Murderer”.

Wilhelm Lüdtke, the head of the Serious Crimes 
Unit of Berlin’s Criminal Police force – better 
known as the Kripo – led the hunt for the S-Bahn 
Murderer. Since 1933, when the Nazi party gained 
control of Germany, the Kripo had become an 
entry point to party membership, and the 
differentiation between so-called ordinary crimes 

and political crimes had blurred to the point that there was no clear distinction between the 
criminal and political police.

Hampering Lüdtke’s investigation was the fact that the Nazi propaganda wing had decreed 
that no details of the attacks were to be published for fear that the morale of German soldiers 
serving the war effort would be diminished if 
they thought that their wives were in danger at 
home. As a result, the police couldn’t issue a 
warning and women were unaware of the 
threat and unable to take precautions,
resulting in more attacks. A massive manhunt 
was quietly launched, using various 
unconventional techniques in a frantic attempt 
to catch the perpetrator before he could kill 
again. 

Female police officers lingered in the shadows 
of the Berlin train network disguised as lone 
passengers in an attempt to lure the attacker 
and a citywide chaperone system where men 
could volunteer to accompany women on the 
S-Bahn and see them safely to their homes 
was enacted.

To Nazi officials, these brutal attacks could only have occurred at the hands of local Jewish 
citizens or perhaps a foreign labourer. Certainly no ethnically pure German could possibly be 
responsible for such egregious brutality. Nevertheless, the man they were seeking would turn 
out to be a model German citizen – a veteran Nazi Party member – even volunteering for 
escort duty, diligently protecting vulnerable women from himself.

Sometime during the investigation, Wilhelm Lüdtke had an epiphany of sorts – he suddenly 
realized that on a number of victims, the train ticket was missing, suggesting that the attacker 
may have been a ticket inspector or a railway worker. In early 1941, the police began 
interrogating all railway employees – all 5,000 of them – eliminating those who did not match 
the descriptions given by earlier victims who had survived. The police would catch their 
biggest break with a simple question – “Have you noticed anything suspicious about any of 
your coworkers?”

One employee, who had already been cleared of any involvement, had indeed seen 
something unusual, he had caught one of his co-workers shirking his work duties by climbing 
a fence at the railway yard, only to return later before anyone was the wiser. The police had 
already talked to this other employee and discovered that some of the attacks had occurred 
when he was on duty. This had seemed sufficient at the time to clear him of any connection 
to the murders. Now they wanted to speak with him again.

EPISODE 02 

UNCLE TICK TOCK
– GERMANY

During the fall and winters of 1933 to 1935, 
children are going missing all over northern 
Germany, only to be found dead, their bodies 
discovered in secluded wooded areas. 
Everyone assumes they got lost in the cold 
and froze to death. 

Then traces of a poisonous mushroom are 
found on one of the bodies and cigarette 
residue is found on another. It’s obvious that 
these children hadn’t simply wandered into the 
woods. In February of 1935, two children 
disappear within days of each other. In March, 
an 8-year-old boy is reported missing. His 
body is found at a tree nursery the next day. 
Despite being found in different cities, 
investigators notice similarities among the 
deaths, including that some of the boys were 
dressed in sailor suits. It’s now clear that a 
serial child killer is on the loose.

EPISODE 3 

DR. SATAN – FRANCE

A fire burns in the Rue Le Sueur in Nazi-
occupied Paris. A foul stench quickly fills the 
street. Firefighters and police officers follow 
their noses and discover human remains 
scattered around the basement of the burning 
building. They also find bodies dissolving in 
quicklime. 

The owner of the house is a man who goes by 
the name of Dr. Eugène, and he tells French 
authorities that he is part of the Resistance 
and that the bodies are those of Nazis and 
French traitors. The police believe him and he 
is released from custody, but there may be 
more to the good doctor than meets the eye. 

EPISODE 4 

THE SOAP MAKER OF CORREGGIO – ITALY

In May of 1939, Nazi Germany and fascist Italy signed the Pact of Steel, cementing the 
Rome-Berlin Axis as a political and military alliance. Less than four months later, Hitler 
invades Poland. World War II has officially begun.

As Italy prepares to enter the war under the 
iron fist of Mussolini, former soprano star 
Virginia Cacioppo, who once performed at 
La Scala, the famous opera house in Milan, 
receives an intriguing offer from a 
neighbour. This neighbour – a seemingly 
harmless middle-aged woman who likes to 
make soap for her friends – tells Virginia 
about a job in Florence as a secretary for a 
mysterious opera impresario. Desperate for 
work, the former singer accepts, but there 
is a caveat – the neighbour mysteriously 
instructs her not to tell a single person 
about her destination. 

Virginia’s sister-in-law becomes suspicious 
of her abrupt departure and alerts the police. She had last been seen entering the 
neighbour’s house, and when police arrive to question the soap maker, they discover much 
more than they had bargained for.

EPISODE 5 

THE BLACKOUT KILLER – ENGLAND

As 1942 dawns, the German juggernaut continues to threaten the United Kingdom. In order 
to avoid giving away easy targets for Luftwaffe bombers, London remains under a complete 
blackout throughout the evening and night hours. 

But the German air force isn’t the only thing striking fear into the hearts of Londoners – 
through a darkened city, a killer prowls the streets, preying on what were known as Piccadilly 
Commandos – sex workers plying their trade in a city inundated by servicemen desperate for 
female company. 

Under the cover of darkness, the killer solicits sex from streetwalkers, and when back in the 
victim’s apartment, strangles them and then mutilates their bodies beyond recognition. His 
weapons of choice: his hands, a scarf, a can opener and a razor blade. The murders are so 

gruesome they recall those of the infamous 
Jack the Ripper. He kills four women in the 
space of six days, terrorizing the people of 
London in a manner that not even the 
Germans are capable of. But the monster is 
sloppy, leaving behind a key piece of 
evidence that may lead authorities to a 
shocking suspect.

EPISODE 6 

THE BEAST OF AUBING – GERMANY

During the early days of the Nazi regime in May of 1934, young Anna Geltl was attacked 
while she was riding her bike in Forstenrieder Park, a large forested area southwest of 
Munich. When she fought back, her assailant promptly shot her in the back of the head with 
a pistol. He then dragged the body into a nearby bush and mutilated her genitalia with an 18 
cm knife. Just a few months later, 25-year-old clerk Berta Sauerbeck was attacked while 
riding in the Milbertshofen district. She too was shot in the back of the head with a pistol, but 
she survived the initial shot. The attacker then buried the injured woman under a garbage pit, 
where she subsequently died. 

The vicious attacks ceased for a while until 
the summer of 1937, when 25-year-old 
seamstress Rosa Eigelein was shot in the 
back of the head near Germering. Her 
genitalia was mutilated post-mortem and 
her body left near the road. A year later, in 
the autumn of 1938, 23-year-old domestic 
servant Maria Jörg met with the same fate 
while riding around Forstenrieder Park.

Justice for these victims is slow to arrive – 
perhaps because one of the most brutal 
serial killers in German history might just be 
a Nazi party member, prompting the 
authorities to engage in a cover-up that 
cost young women their lives.



EPISODE 01 

THE S-BAHN MURDERER – GERMANY

As Europe careened towards war in the summer of 1939, a sadistic monster began 
menacing the women of Berlin. In August of that year, women in and around the district of 
Friedrichsfelde – an area of the Nazi capital on the eastern border of the city between the 
Karlshorst and Rummelsburg train stations – began to report being randomly attacked and 
sexually assaulted while out walking alone. They were strangled, bludgeoned, or stabbed, 
before being raped and left on the precipice of death. 

Although the Berlin police had not yet put the pieces of the puzzle together, the attacks – 
increasing in brutality and regularity – were being perpetrated by one man.

The spectre of war provided the attacker with both opportunity and a supply of victims, as 
citywide blackouts due to the threat of Allied air attacks offered a perfect cover of darkness in 
which to hunt and the majority of the women were housewives whose husbands had been 
recruited for military service. 

Then, just as quickly as they began, the attacks stopped. The police were baffled. What they 
were unaware of was that their serial attacker had made a near-fatal error – caught 
red-handed attacking a woman, her husband and brother-in-law had beaten him almost to 
death.

But this monster wasn’t finished. In fact, things were about to get much, much worse. He 
would add a new dimension and severity to his attacks – surreptitiously lurking on deserted 
train carriages and waiting for solitary female passengers to board before choking or blud-
geoning his victims with a 2-inch-thick piece of lead-encased telephone cable and then 
disposing of the bodies by throwing them from the moving train and onto the tracks. Berlin’s 

city train network – the S-Bahn – became his 
lethal trap, rife with unsuspecting victims.

Over the next two years, the Berlin police would 
document thirty-one instances of rape and sexual 
assault, as well as eight cases of murdered 
women, by the man who would become known as 
the “S-Bahn Murderer”.

Wilhelm Lüdtke, the head of the Serious Crimes 
Unit of Berlin’s Criminal Police force – better 
known as the Kripo – led the hunt for the S-Bahn 
Murderer. Since 1933, when the Nazi party gained 
control of Germany, the Kripo had become an 
entry point to party membership, and the 
differentiation between so-called ordinary crimes 

and political crimes had blurred to the point that there was no clear distinction between the 
criminal and political police.

Hampering Lüdtke’s investigation was the fact that the Nazi propaganda wing had decreed 
that no details of the attacks were to be published for fear that the morale of German soldiers 
serving the war effort would be diminished if 
they thought that their wives were in danger at 
home. As a result, the police couldn’t issue a 
warning and women were unaware of the 
threat and unable to take precautions,
resulting in more attacks. A massive manhunt 
was quietly launched, using various 
unconventional techniques in a frantic attempt 
to catch the perpetrator before he could kill 
again. 

Female police officers lingered in the shadows 
of the Berlin train network disguised as lone 
passengers in an attempt to lure the attacker 
and a citywide chaperone system where men 
could volunteer to accompany women on the 
S-Bahn and see them safely to their homes 
was enacted.

To Nazi officials, these brutal attacks could only have occurred at the hands of local Jewish 
citizens or perhaps a foreign labourer. Certainly no ethnically pure German could possibly be 
responsible for such egregious brutality. Nevertheless, the man they were seeking would turn 
out to be a model German citizen – a veteran Nazi Party member – even volunteering for 
escort duty, diligently protecting vulnerable women from himself.

Sometime during the investigation, Wilhelm Lüdtke had an epiphany of sorts – he suddenly 
realized that on a number of victims, the train ticket was missing, suggesting that the attacker 
may have been a ticket inspector or a railway worker. In early 1941, the police began 
interrogating all railway employees – all 5,000 of them – eliminating those who did not match 
the descriptions given by earlier victims who had survived. The police would catch their 
biggest break with a simple question – “Have you noticed anything suspicious about any of 
your coworkers?”

One employee, who had already been cleared of any involvement, had indeed seen 
something unusual, he had caught one of his co-workers shirking his work duties by climbing 
a fence at the railway yard, only to return later before anyone was the wiser. The police had 
already talked to this other employee and discovered that some of the attacks had occurred 
when he was on duty. This had seemed sufficient at the time to clear him of any connection 
to the murders. Now they wanted to speak with him again.

EPISODE 02 

UNCLE TICK TOCK
– GERMANY

During the fall and winters of 1933 to 1935, 
children are going missing all over northern 
Germany, only to be found dead, their bodies 
discovered in secluded wooded areas. 
Everyone assumes they got lost in the cold 
and froze to death. 

Then traces of a poisonous mushroom are 
found on one of the bodies and cigarette 
residue is found on another. It’s obvious that 
these children hadn’t simply wandered into the 
woods. In February of 1935, two children 
disappear within days of each other. In March, 
an 8-year-old boy is reported missing. His 
body is found at a tree nursery the next day. 
Despite being found in different cities, 
investigators notice similarities among the 
deaths, including that some of the boys were 
dressed in sailor suits. It’s now clear that a 
serial child killer is on the loose.

EPISODE 3 

DR. SATAN – FRANCE

A fire burns in the Rue Le Sueur in Nazi-
occupied Paris. A foul stench quickly fills the 
street. Firefighters and police officers follow 
their noses and discover human remains 
scattered around the basement of the burning 
building. They also find bodies dissolving in 
quicklime. 

The owner of the house is a man who goes by 
the name of Dr. Eugène, and he tells French 
authorities that he is part of the Resistance 
and that the bodies are those of Nazis and 
French traitors. The police believe him and he 
is released from custody, but there may be 
more to the good doctor than meets the eye. 

EPISODE 4 

THE SOAP MAKER OF CORREGGIO – ITALY

In May of 1939, Nazi Germany and fascist Italy signed the Pact of Steel, cementing the 
Rome-Berlin Axis as a political and military alliance. Less than four months later, Hitler 
invades Poland. World War II has officially begun.

As Italy prepares to enter the war under the 
iron fist of Mussolini, former soprano star 
Virginia Cacioppo, who once performed at 
La Scala, the famous opera house in Milan, 
receives an intriguing offer from a 
neighbour. This neighbour – a seemingly 
harmless middle-aged woman who likes to 
make soap for her friends – tells Virginia 
about a job in Florence as a secretary for a 
mysterious opera impresario. Desperate for 
work, the former singer accepts, but there 
is a caveat – the neighbour mysteriously 
instructs her not to tell a single person 
about her destination. 

Virginia’s sister-in-law becomes suspicious 
of her abrupt departure and alerts the police. She had last been seen entering the 
neighbour’s house, and when police arrive to question the soap maker, they discover much 
more than they had bargained for.

EPISODE 5 

THE BLACKOUT KILLER – ENGLAND

As 1942 dawns, the German juggernaut continues to threaten the United Kingdom. In order 
to avoid giving away easy targets for Luftwaffe bombers, London remains under a complete 
blackout throughout the evening and night hours. 

But the German air force isn’t the only thing striking fear into the hearts of Londoners – 
through a darkened city, a killer prowls the streets, preying on what were known as Piccadilly 
Commandos – sex workers plying their trade in a city inundated by servicemen desperate for 
female company. 

Under the cover of darkness, the killer solicits sex from streetwalkers, and when back in the 
victim’s apartment, strangles them and then mutilates their bodies beyond recognition. His 
weapons of choice: his hands, a scarf, a can opener and a razor blade. The murders are so 

gruesome they recall those of the infamous 
Jack the Ripper. He kills four women in the 
space of six days, terrorizing the people of 
London in a manner that not even the 
Germans are capable of. But the monster is 
sloppy, leaving behind a key piece of 
evidence that may lead authorities to a 
shocking suspect.

EPISODE 6 

THE BEAST OF AUBING – GERMANY

During the early days of the Nazi regime in May of 1934, young Anna Geltl was attacked 
while she was riding her bike in Forstenrieder Park, a large forested area southwest of 
Munich. When she fought back, her assailant promptly shot her in the back of the head with 
a pistol. He then dragged the body into a nearby bush and mutilated her genitalia with an 18 
cm knife. Just a few months later, 25-year-old clerk Berta Sauerbeck was attacked while 
riding in the Milbertshofen district. She too was shot in the back of the head with a pistol, but 
she survived the initial shot. The attacker then buried the injured woman under a garbage pit, 
where she subsequently died. 

The vicious attacks ceased for a while until 
the summer of 1937, when 25-year-old 
seamstress Rosa Eigelein was shot in the 
back of the head near Germering. Her 
genitalia was mutilated post-mortem and 
her body left near the road. A year later, in 
the autumn of 1938, 23-year-old domestic 
servant Maria Jörg met with the same fate 
while riding around Forstenrieder Park.

Justice for these victims is slow to arrive – 
perhaps because one of the most brutal 
serial killers in German history might just be 
a Nazi party member, prompting the 
authorities to engage in a cover-up that 
cost young women their lives.



EPISODE 01 

THE S-BAHN MURDERER – GERMANY

As Europe careened towards war in the summer of 1939, a sadistic monster began 
menacing the women of Berlin. In August of that year, women in and around the district of 
Friedrichsfelde – an area of the Nazi capital on the eastern border of the city between the 
Karlshorst and Rummelsburg train stations – began to report being randomly attacked and 
sexually assaulted while out walking alone. They were strangled, bludgeoned, or stabbed, 
before being raped and left on the precipice of death. 

Although the Berlin police had not yet put the pieces of the puzzle together, the attacks – 
increasing in brutality and regularity – were being perpetrated by one man.

The spectre of war provided the attacker with both opportunity and a supply of victims, as 
citywide blackouts due to the threat of Allied air attacks offered a perfect cover of darkness in 
which to hunt and the majority of the women were housewives whose husbands had been 
recruited for military service. 

Then, just as quickly as they began, the attacks stopped. The police were baffled. What they 
were unaware of was that their serial attacker had made a near-fatal error – caught 
red-handed attacking a woman, her husband and brother-in-law had beaten him almost to 
death.

But this monster wasn’t finished. In fact, things were about to get much, much worse. He 
would add a new dimension and severity to his attacks – surreptitiously lurking on deserted 
train carriages and waiting for solitary female passengers to board before choking or blud-
geoning his victims with a 2-inch-thick piece of lead-encased telephone cable and then 
disposing of the bodies by throwing them from the moving train and onto the tracks. Berlin’s 

city train network – the S-Bahn – became his 
lethal trap, rife with unsuspecting victims.

Over the next two years, the Berlin police would 
document thirty-one instances of rape and sexual 
assault, as well as eight cases of murdered 
women, by the man who would become known as 
the “S-Bahn Murderer”.

Wilhelm Lüdtke, the head of the Serious Crimes 
Unit of Berlin’s Criminal Police force – better 
known as the Kripo – led the hunt for the S-Bahn 
Murderer. Since 1933, when the Nazi party gained 
control of Germany, the Kripo had become an 
entry point to party membership, and the 
differentiation between so-called ordinary crimes 

and political crimes had blurred to the point that there was no clear distinction between the 
criminal and political police.

Hampering Lüdtke’s investigation was the fact that the Nazi propaganda wing had decreed 
that no details of the attacks were to be published for fear that the morale of German soldiers 
serving the war effort would be diminished if 
they thought that their wives were in danger at 
home. As a result, the police couldn’t issue a 
warning and women were unaware of the 
threat and unable to take precautions,
resulting in more attacks. A massive manhunt 
was quietly launched, using various 
unconventional techniques in a frantic attempt 
to catch the perpetrator before he could kill 
again. 

Female police officers lingered in the shadows 
of the Berlin train network disguised as lone 
passengers in an attempt to lure the attacker 
and a citywide chaperone system where men 
could volunteer to accompany women on the 
S-Bahn and see them safely to their homes 
was enacted.

To Nazi officials, these brutal attacks could only have occurred at the hands of local Jewish 
citizens or perhaps a foreign labourer. Certainly no ethnically pure German could possibly be 
responsible for such egregious brutality. Nevertheless, the man they were seeking would turn 
out to be a model German citizen – a veteran Nazi Party member – even volunteering for 
escort duty, diligently protecting vulnerable women from himself.

Sometime during the investigation, Wilhelm Lüdtke had an epiphany of sorts – he suddenly 
realized that on a number of victims, the train ticket was missing, suggesting that the attacker 
may have been a ticket inspector or a railway worker. In early 1941, the police began 
interrogating all railway employees – all 5,000 of them – eliminating those who did not match 
the descriptions given by earlier victims who had survived. The police would catch their 
biggest break with a simple question – “Have you noticed anything suspicious about any of 
your coworkers?”

One employee, who had already been cleared of any involvement, had indeed seen 
something unusual, he had caught one of his co-workers shirking his work duties by climbing 
a fence at the railway yard, only to return later before anyone was the wiser. The police had 
already talked to this other employee and discovered that some of the attacks had occurred 
when he was on duty. This had seemed sufficient at the time to clear him of any connection 
to the murders. Now they wanted to speak with him again.

EPISODE 02 

UNCLE TICK TOCK
– GERMANY

During the fall and winters of 1933 to 1935, 
children are going missing all over northern 
Germany, only to be found dead, their bodies 
discovered in secluded wooded areas. 
Everyone assumes they got lost in the cold 
and froze to death. 

Then traces of a poisonous mushroom are 
found on one of the bodies and cigarette 
residue is found on another. It’s obvious that 
these children hadn’t simply wandered into the 
woods. In February of 1935, two children 
disappear within days of each other. In March, 
an 8-year-old boy is reported missing. His 
body is found at a tree nursery the next day. 
Despite being found in different cities, 
investigators notice similarities among the 
deaths, including that some of the boys were 
dressed in sailor suits. It’s now clear that a 
serial child killer is on the loose.

EPISODE 3 

DR. SATAN – FRANCE

A fire burns in the Rue Le Sueur in Nazi-
occupied Paris. A foul stench quickly fills the 
street. Firefighters and police officers follow 
their noses and discover human remains 
scattered around the basement of the burning 
building. They also find bodies dissolving in 
quicklime. 

The owner of the house is a man who goes by 
the name of Dr. Eugène, and he tells French 
authorities that he is part of the Resistance 
and that the bodies are those of Nazis and 
French traitors. The police believe him and he 
is released from custody, but there may be 
more to the good doctor than meets the eye. 

EPISODE 4 

THE SOAP MAKER OF CORREGGIO – ITALY

In May of 1939, Nazi Germany and fascist Italy signed the Pact of Steel, cementing the 
Rome-Berlin Axis as a political and military alliance. Less than four months later, Hitler 
invades Poland. World War II has officially begun.

As Italy prepares to enter the war under the 
iron fist of Mussolini, former soprano star 
Virginia Cacioppo, who once performed at 
La Scala, the famous opera house in Milan, 
receives an intriguing offer from a 
neighbour. This neighbour – a seemingly 
harmless middle-aged woman who likes to 
make soap for her friends – tells Virginia 
about a job in Florence as a secretary for a 
mysterious opera impresario. Desperate for 
work, the former singer accepts, but there 
is a caveat – the neighbour mysteriously 
instructs her not to tell a single person 
about her destination. 

Virginia’s sister-in-law becomes suspicious 
of her abrupt departure and alerts the police. She had last been seen entering the 
neighbour’s house, and when police arrive to question the soap maker, they discover much 
more than they had bargained for.

EPISODE 5 

THE BLACKOUT KILLER – ENGLAND

As 1942 dawns, the German juggernaut continues to threaten the United Kingdom. In order 
to avoid giving away easy targets for Luftwaffe bombers, London remains under a complete 
blackout throughout the evening and night hours. 

But the German air force isn’t the only thing striking fear into the hearts of Londoners – 
through a darkened city, a killer prowls the streets, preying on what were known as Piccadilly 
Commandos – sex workers plying their trade in a city inundated by servicemen desperate for 
female company. 

Under the cover of darkness, the killer solicits sex from streetwalkers, and when back in the 
victim’s apartment, strangles them and then mutilates their bodies beyond recognition. His 
weapons of choice: his hands, a scarf, a can opener and a razor blade. The murders are so 

gruesome they recall those of the infamous 
Jack the Ripper. He kills four women in the 
space of six days, terrorizing the people of 
London in a manner that not even the 
Germans are capable of. But the monster is 
sloppy, leaving behind a key piece of 
evidence that may lead authorities to a 
shocking suspect.

EPISODE 6 

THE BEAST OF AUBING – GERMANY

During the early days of the Nazi regime in May of 1934, young Anna Geltl was attacked 
while she was riding her bike in Forstenrieder Park, a large forested area southwest of 
Munich. When she fought back, her assailant promptly shot her in the back of the head with 
a pistol. He then dragged the body into a nearby bush and mutilated her genitalia with an 18 
cm knife. Just a few months later, 25-year-old clerk Berta Sauerbeck was attacked while 
riding in the Milbertshofen district. She too was shot in the back of the head with a pistol, but 
she survived the initial shot. The attacker then buried the injured woman under a garbage pit, 
where she subsequently died. 

The vicious attacks ceased for a while until 
the summer of 1937, when 25-year-old 
seamstress Rosa Eigelein was shot in the 
back of the head near Germering. Her 
genitalia was mutilated post-mortem and 
her body left near the road. A year later, in 
the autumn of 1938, 23-year-old domestic 
servant Maria Jörg met with the same fate 
while riding around Forstenrieder Park.

Justice for these victims is slow to arrive – 
perhaps because one of the most brutal 
serial killers in German history might just be 
a Nazi party member, prompting the 
authorities to engage in a cover-up that 
cost young women their lives.
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