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INTROINTRO Iceland is the land of ice and fire, and home to 
stubborn people who choose to live where nature 
is constantly challenging their way of life.

It’s Europe’s second-largest island and most sparsely 
populated country. With 130 volcanoes, 3000 miles 
of coastline, hundreds of rivers, and one tenth of 
the land taken up by glaciers, Iceland has some of 
the most extraordinarily beautiful landscapes on 
Earth. 

And each of these magical geographic features is 
cloaked in folklore, with stories going all the way 
back to epic medieval sagas.

But the only way we can truly appreciate these 
unique, spectacular vistas is by looking down from 
an aerial perspective.

Across two episodes, we sweep across the entirety 
of the island, from the Highlands to the Westfjords 
to Reykjavík, using the most advanced, ultra-high-
definition drone cinematography.     

This is Iceland as you’ve never seen it before. 
This is ICELAND FROM ABOVE.



According to Icelandic Sagas, the Danish king Harald Bluetooth planned 
to invade Iceland so asked a wizard to explore. The wizard sent out his 
spirit in the form of a whale but found that the island was protected 
by spirits of its own.  These four Landvættir, or “guardian spirits”, each 
guarded a different corner of the island: a vulture in the north, a dragon 
in the east, a giant in the south and a bull in the west.

We begin with the west, the land of the bull, a magical world where 
the most dramatic Icelandic medieval sagas took place. It is covered by 
incredible lava fields from dormant volcanos, and in the winter nature 
takes over, bringing heavy winds and snowfall.

We cross from the icy terrain of Langjökull to the Snæfellsnes peninusla.
The glacier here is known internationally for being the centre point of 
Jules Verne story ‘A Journey To The Centre Of The Earth’. There are 
several stunning mountains here, including Kirkjufell, home of Iceland’s 
open prison Kviabryggja, which held bankers imprisoned after the 2008 
financial crash.

The main town here is Stykkishólmur, recognisable as the setting of the 
film The Secret Life of Walter Mitty. It is full of charming colourful houses 
and from here you can get a ferry to the islands of Breiðafjörður. Flatey 
is the only of these islands that has full-time residents and even then 
they are two farmers that do not even speak to each other!

EPISODE 1 - EPISODE 1 - NORTHWESTNORTHWEST



We fly over to the furthest tip of the Westfjords and come to Latrabjarg, 
site of the highest cliffs of Iceland. These are the homes of many Icelandic 
seabirds, including the distinctively coloured puffin, which plays around, 
dives for fish and crawls into its holes which its beautiful beak sticking 
out.

From there we reach the most northerly peninsula of Iceland, Hornstrandir. 
Here, the Arctic Fox has the place to itself most of the year, trotting 
around unafraid of passers-by. The town of Isafjordur is famous for its 
easter music festival and its strongest Viking competition. 

On the remote Straumnesfjall mountain, there are huge concrete 
buildings left by the US army in the Second World War. The radio station 
here was a very stategically important post in the north, but now it has 
the look of a ghost village.

The eastern coast of the Westfjords, Strandir, is associated with the age 
of witchcraft in Iceland. It is believed that witchcraft originated here and  
in Trekyllisvik cove, the first so-called sorcerers were burnt and thrown 
into a crevasse called Kistill.

The north is more of a greener landscape than the west. Borgarvirki, a 
natural phenomenon where basalt strata have formed the shape of a 
fortress, is considered one of the wonders of the north. And Skagastrond 
has been named the ‘wild west’ town of Iceland. It has more horses than 
men and offers very prolific farming grounds. Once a year spectacular 
herding of horses takes place here.



Drangey, an island off the coast, is an old dormant volcano. 
According to an ancient legend, two giants, a man and a woman, 
were traversing the fjord at night with their cow, when they were 
surprised by the bright rays of daybreak. As a result of exposure to 
the light, all three were turned to stone, and became the islands off 
of Saudarkrokur.

As we head further north we pass Iceland’s bustling second-
biggest city, Akureyri, and reach the legendary Husavik, known 
internationally as a whale-watching spot and also as the hometown 
of the characters in the film Eurovision Song Contest.

Myvatn is the Northern Lights ‘capital’ of Iceland, and is the site 
of many natural wonders, including a lake, the Godafoss waterfall, 
and the Ásbyrgi cliff, which is said to trace the shape of Sleipnir, the 
horse of the Nordic God Odin.

The magical landscape of the north offers an insight into the 
Icelandic imagination. It is the site of many of the country’s tales, 
such as those of the outlaws Eyvindur and Halla, who were said to 
have hidden in the highlands for years.

This region has a long history of American use.  The volcanic site 
at Askja was the training ground for early astronauts like Neil 
Armstrong. And Langanes holds an old WW2 outpost. Many 
soldiers begged to be taken to the frontline instead of the remote 
wastelands of Iceland.



EPISODE 2 - EPISODE 2 - SOUTHEASTSOUTHEAST
We begin our second episode on the shores of the Lagarfljót river in 
the east. This the home of the mysterious Lagaflojtsworm. Some years 
ago the authorities here offered a financial reward for anyone who could 
prove the existence of the worm, but when a farmer brought in a video 
of what he believed to be the worm, they refused to pay!

The east is marked by fjords, mountain, great hiking paths and vivid colours 
in the landscape. Seyðisfjörður is the harbour for the ferry that runs from 
Denmark to Iceland via the Faroe Islands and multiplies the population of 
the town once a week. In nearby Reyðarfjörður flocks of reindeer meet  
traffic on the roads.

Over in Hallormsstaður, we find one of Iceland’s biggest woods. Put under 
a preservation order in the early 20th century, it is now a very popular 
place for camping. And the legendary Studlagil Canyon is one of Iceland’s 
best hidden gems. Beautiful basalt columns either side of a bright turquoise 
glacial river...it looks like something from another planet!

As we head further south, we’ll come to the largest glacier in Europe, 
Vatnajokull. Defined by massive ice caves and mountain peaks, the glacier 
also conceals some of the most active volcanoes in the country. 

The highest peak in Iceland is Hvannadalshnukur and is over 2km high. 
It forms part of the crater around the Oraefajokull glacier, concealing a 
violent volcano that could erupt at any time.



The amazing glacial lagoon of Jökulsárlón is one of Iceland’s 
crown jewels, and the nearby black beach has been named 
Diamond Beach, due to the ice chunks lying on it resembling 
diamonds glistening in the sun. Thousands of people are drawn 
to this area all year round to watch the free-flowing icebergs, 
explore the lagoon on boat tours, and snap pictures of seals.

Sweeping round to the south coast, we’ll discover the black 
sands of Skeidararsandur where the glacier water rushes down, 
blocking the roads and halting traffic between the east and the 
south.

The small town of Kirkjubæjarklaustur is on the brink of a major 
lava field coming from Laki, a fissure which erupted in 1783. It’s 
said that the priest Jon Streingrimsson managed to stop the flow 
of lava by praying heavily. The ash still managed to cause crop 
failure across Europe, and the lethal gas killed half the livestock 
and a quarter of the human population of Iceland.

We are now entering a very volcanic area of Iceland. Between 
the towns of Kirkjubæjarklaustur and Vik looms the biggest 
volcano in Iceland, Katla. It last erupted in 1918 and could go 
off again any day now. Next to Vik are the incredible ocean 
lava formations of Reynisdrangar. And further southwest lies 
the infamous Eyjafjallajokull volcano which erupted in 2011 and 
stopped all of Europe’s flight traffic.



The south is also home to the ‘Golden Ring’, the main tourist 
attraction in Iceland, consisting of Gullfoss waterfall, the 
magnificent Geysir hotspring and its smaller cousin the Strokkur, 
which has become the bubbling centre of Iceland, erupting every 
7 minutes.

To the west is Thingvellir, where two tectonic plates meet and 
where settling  Vikings established the first democratic parliament 
of the world in 930. They also used this site for commerce and 
to settle disputes and blood feuds.

Grindavik on the Reykjanes peninsula has had a lot of recent 
attention as the volcanoes here have woken up after hundreds 
of years of sleep. Nearby is the Blue Lagoon, a formation created 
by the sulphur plant here.

Finally we come to the capital city, Reykjavik. Over two-thirds 
of Iceland’s inhabitants live in the surrounding area. Reykjavik 
lies by the bay, and is where the first Icelandic settler Ingolfur 
Arnarson came ashore to set down his camp in 874. Now the 
city is characterised by houses with cute multicoloured roofs. 

Reykjavik may be the smallest capital of the Nordic countries, 
but it is a busy commercial harbour and bustles with the culture, 
business and daily life of 370,000 inhabitants.   
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