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Ride, The: Chasing The Ghost Of Harry Smith (Series 3)

8 x 60'

EPISODIC BREAKDOWN

1. Episode 1

Barry and Joe set off on the most gruelling expedition of their lives. Not only is this a massive
logistical undertaking, but nearly two centuries after Smith's ride, the changed modern landscape
proves challenging beyond their expectations. From riding through the dangerous informal
settlements of Cape Town, to trekking over two colossal mountain ranges, the guys soon start
falling far behind the historic hero.

2. Episode 2

As the first light creeps in, the modern riders are neck and neck with Harry Smith, ascending the
monstrous Hottentots Holland Mountains. Second time around Barry and Joe conquer it without a
hitch. They've performed brilliantly on their first day back on The Ride, but the question remains
whether they are truly prepared for the gruelling 784km that still lie ahead.

3. Episode 3

At 4am sharp they're off, and soon enough reach the swollen Breede River. A pontoon ensured
Harry Smith’s swift passage to the opposite bank but, almost two centuries later, Barry and Joe
have to swim the icy waters. With the fast flowing current pulling them downstream, they have to
muster every bit of strength, until they finally manage to safely reach the other side.

4. Episode 4

From Heidelberg, past Mossel Bay to the beautiful Outeniqua Mountains, the duo battle gated
farmlands and dangerous highways in the hope of catching Smith's ghost. Minutes past five, on
the 3rd January 1835, Harry Smith rode into the Drosdy town. Barry and Joe arrive well after this;
they have some serious riding to do in the three remaining days.

5. Episode 5

With renewed energy the guys set off to cross the formidable Cradock’s Kloof pass. It is on this
pass that Sir Harry Smith met the mail carrying terrible news of the dire situation in Grahamstown



© Off The Fence 2022 2

and resolved to reach the frontier capital within two days. But here and now, this epic journey
starts to take its toll on man and beast.

6. Episode 6

Barry and Joe have chosen highly inexperienced horses and are struggling to get them going in
the dark alongside a treacherous tar road. The riders are falling on the most crucial day of the
ride. With weary bodies and minds they try their best to push on through to the end of the
challenging day, but halfway through their hopes are shattered when they lose their way.

7. Episode 7

The penultimate had snowballed out of control and they've fallen far behind Harry Smith. By
nightfall, Barry and Joe have another leg to go, but after the crushing start to their day, neither
riders nor crew can carry on. With the remaining mileage added to their final day, they set of on
the final day of their epic adventure, with a ride of almost 18 hours: a mammoth task.

8. Episode 8

After six days of constant riding, Barry and Joe are half way through the last day of their journey.
Both the modern riders and Smith are now within reach of Grahamstown, but can they reach their
goal destination by 6pm? In 1835, thousands of refugees have gathered, anxiously awaiting
Smith's arrival. 177 years on, the modern duo are feeling the pressure.


